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Abstract

This research investigated the potential for utilization of dewatered sludge from wastewater treatment
plants of the pulp industry to produce fiber-cement composites. The sludges were from the bagasse and
eucalyptus pulp industries. Moisture content, bulk density and flexural strength of the fiber-cement
composites were determined at the age of 14, 21, 28 and 60 days. Experimental results showed that
moisture content of the fiber-cement composites containing both types of sludge increase with increasing
fiber content and curing duration whereas, density decreased with increasing fiber content from 5 to
7.5% .In addition, flexural strength of fiber-cement composites containing eucalyptus sludge was higher
than those containing bagasse sludge at every curing duration observed.
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Figure 1. The dried sludges from wastewater
treatment plants of the pulp
industry; (a) Bagass pulp sludge
and (b) Eucalyptus pulp sludge.
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Table 1. Chemical composition of dewater pulp sludges from wastewater treatment plant.

Chemical composition

Bagasse pulp sludge (%)

Eucalyptus pulp sludge (%)

Cellulose 72.6
Hemicellulose 13.8
Lignin 10.1

80.2
79
8.2

Table 2. The fineness of dewater pulp sludges from wastewater treatment plant.

Bagasse sludge Eucalyptus sludge
Characteristic Quantity Length Quantity Length
(%) (mm) (%) (mm)
Wood chips 20.8 2-12 - -
Fiber remained on sieve no. 30 1.5 2.54 8 3.79
Fiber remained on sieve no. 50 222 1.31 21.7 1.37
Fiber remained on sieve no. 100 293 0.81 28.6 0.74
Fiber remained on sieve no. 200 16.7 0.42 16.4 0.49
Fiber passed through sieve no. 200 9.5 * 253 *
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. The fiber-cement composites
using eucalyptus pulp sludges
from wastewater treatment plant
of the pulp industry.
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Figure 3. Moisture content of fiber-cement
composites: (a) Bagasse sludge
and (b) Eucalyptus sludge.
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Figure 4. Bulk density of fiber-cement
composites: (a) Bagasse sludge
and (b) Eucalyptus sludge.
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Figure 5. Flexural strength of fiber-cement
composites: (a) Bagasse sludge
and (b) Eucalyptus sludge.
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